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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 
[cOl] (Currently Amended) A communications system^ comprising: 
means for receiving a first incoming communication: 

means for producing a first initial alert of the first incoming communication: 
means for suppressing subsequent alerts of the first incoming communication for 
a period of time: 

means for receivi ng a second incoming communication during the period of time 
of suppression: and 

means for producin g a second initial alert of the second incoming communication 
while the subsequent alerts of the first incoming communication are suppressed 

a oommunicfltiono dntaservor communicating with a communications network, the 
communications dataa o rv e r s toring a tim e d ring suppression profil e comprising at l e ast 
ono of (i) a param e t e r associated with an incoming lino identification signal of a first 
incoming communications signal, (ii) a timing parameter for suppressing aaudiblo al e rt of 
a reo e iving party's communications d e vice after tho receiving party's communications 
devioo activates the audible alert to produce an initial audible alert of the first incoming 
communications signal, and (iii) a second call during timed ring suppression parameter 
for producing a oooond audibl e al e rt of tho receiving party's communications device of a 
s econd incoming communications signal while the audible alert of th e reo e iving party's 
communications d e vic e is suppressed for tho first incoming communications signal; and 

a timed ring suppression application communicating with at least ono of the 
communications network, th e communications datasorvcr, and th e receiving party's 
communications device, tho tim e d ring suppr e ssion application generating a timed ring 
suppression signal, th e tim e d ring suppression signal for suppr e ssing subs e qu e nt audible 
al e rts of tho first incoming communications signal aooording to th e timed ring 
suppression profile, the timed ring suppression signal further for activating the au d ib le 
al e rt of a second incoming communications signal aooording to tho tim e d ring 
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suppression profil e whil e tho audiblo alert of th e r e c e iving party's communications 
device is suppressed for tho first incoming communications signal . 

[c02] (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, further comprising means for associating 
the first incoming communication to a profile wherein tho communications n e twork 
comprises at leapt on e of a public owitoh e d tolophono network, a mobile patching 
t e l e phone communioationo network, and a satellit e oommunioationg network . 

[c03] (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, further comprising means for retrieving a 
timing parameter that specifies the period of time of suppression wh e r e in the receiving 
party's communications d e vic e comprises at least one of the following: 
a POTS phono, 

a wir e l e ss communications d e vic e , 

a mobil e phono, 

a wireless phono, 

a WAP phono, 

a sat e llit e phon e 

a compute? 5 

a mod e m, 

ft pager ? 

a digital music d e vioo, 

a digital recording d e vic e , 

a p e rsonal digital assistant, 

an interactiv e t e l e vision, 

a digital signal proc e ssor, and 

a Global Positioning System d e vic e. 

[c04] (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, further comprising means for enabling 
alerts after the time period has passed th e oommunioations network-furth e r comprising a 
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data n e twork having a timed ring suppres s ion - interfac e via at - l e ast one of an int e rn e t, an 
intranet, or on oxtranot 

[c05] (Currently Amended) The system of claim 4 3, wherein the timing parameter ranges from 
approximately one second to approximately two minutes. 

[c06] (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, further comprising means for retrieving 
wh e r e in th e communication s datas e rv e r facilitat e s tim e d ring suppression cervices 
compri s ing - at least on e of (i) a billing f e atur e for communication of th e tim e d ring 
suppre s si o n signal over th e communications n e twork, (ii) a schedule preference that 
enables timed ring suppression for times of day and days of wee k, (iii) a d e activat e 
schedule proforonoo that disabl e s timed ring suppression for times of day and days of 
week, (iv) an identification and authentication feature for the receiving party's 
communications devic e , (v) a m e mory s e rvic e for data stored with th e tim e d ring 
suppression signal, and (vi) a configuration preference for th e r e c e iving party' s 
communications device . 

[c07] (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, further comprising means for receiving an 
incoming call as the first incoming communication, m eans for producing a first ring and 
means for suppressing subsequent rings for a period of time wher e in tim e d ring 
suppre ss ion profil e furth e r compri s es at least on e of (i) an id e ntifier of a calling party, (ii) 
a caller control feature to disable timed ring suppression, (iii) an identifier of th e calling 
party's communications d e vic e , (iv) a sch e dul e param e t e r to e nabl e s e lectiv e tim e d ri ng 
suppression for a scheduled rime of day and day of w ee k, and (v) a configuration 
paramet e r to enable tim e d ring suppr e ssion for th e r e c e iving party's communications 
device . 

[c08] (Currently Amended) The system of claim 7, further comprising means for receiving a 
second incoming call as the second incoming communication, means for producing 
another ring to alert of the second incoming call during the period of time in which the 
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subsequent rings arc suppressed tho tim e d ring suppression profil e is furth e r associated 
with at least one of th e first incoming communications signal, the s econd incoming 
communications signal, and on outgoing communication & signal . 

[c09] (Currently Amended) A tim e d ring suppression system, comprising: 

means for processing a first incoming communication: 
means for sending a first initial alert of the first incoming com munication: 
means for suppressing subsequent alerts of the first incoming communication for 
a period of time: 

means for processing a second incoming communication during the period of time 
of suppression; and 

means for sending a second initial alert of the second incoming communication 
while the subsequent alerts of the first incoming communication are suppressed 

a first switch communicating with a firot oolling party's oommunioationg d e vic e , 
the — fest — calling — party's — communications — d e vic e — transmitting — a — fo&t — incoming 
communications signal to a communication s network; 

a o e oond svvitGh communicating with a s e cond calling party's communications 
d e vic e , the second calling party's oommunioation g devic e transmitting a second incoming 
communications signal to th e communications n e twork; 

th e communications n e twork operable to proc e ss an incoming lino identification 
(ICUD) signal of th e first inooming oommunioations signal to g e n e rate a timed ring 
suppr e ssion signal and op e rabl e to transmit tho incoming communications signal and th e 
tim e d ring suppr e ssion signal to a third switch, tho oommunioations network furth e r 
operabl e to proc e ss an ICLID signal of tho second communications signal to s upplant th e 
tim e d ring suppression signal associat e d with th e ICLID signal of tho first inooming 
communication and to transmit th e s e cond inooming communication signal and th e 
supplant e d timed ring suppression signal to th e third switch; and 
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the third owitoh communicating at least ooc of tho firot incoming communioations 
signal, tho timed ring suppression signal, the aocond incoming communications signal, 
and tho supplanted tim e d ring suppression signal to a rocoiving party's communications 
device, tho third switch proc e ssing tho timed ring suppression signal to s uppress q ring e r 
©*■ — — r e ceiving — party's — communications — d e vic e — after — fee — r e c e iving — party 1 s 
oommunications device activates the ring e r to produoo an initial audibl e al e rt of th e first 
i ncoming communications signal auch that subsequent audible alorts of tho fir s t incoming 
communications signal are suppress e d according to a timing parameter, tho third switch 
fa rther proc e ssing tho supplanted timod ring suppression signal to activat e a ringer of th e 
receiving party's communications device to produce an audible alert of th e sooond 
incoming communications signal . 

[clO] (Cancel) 

[ell] (Cancel) 

[cl2] (Cancel) 

[cl3] (Currently Amended) A method for timod ring suppression , comprising th e stops of : 

receiving a first incoming communication: 

producing a first initial alert of the first incoming communication: 

suppressin g subsequent alerts of the first incoming communication for a period of 

time: 

receiving a second incoming communication during the period of time of 
suppression; and 

producing a sec ond initial alert of the second incoming communication while the 
subsequent alerts of the first incoming communication are suppressed 

proc e ssing a first incoming communications signal from a first calling party's 
communioations device to a roc o iving party's communications d e vic e ; 
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associating an incoming lino identification (ICLID) signal with tho first incoming 
communications signal; 

associating a timed ring aupprossion profile with th e ICLID s ignal of th e first 
incoming communications signal, the tim e d ring suppr e ssion profil e comprioing at l e aot 
on e of (i) an id e ntifi e r of a calling party, (ii) a communicationo address oosooiatod with 
th e firot calling party's communications d o vic e , (iii) an identifi e r of a calling party* s 
communications d e vice, (iv) a timing parameter for suppressing a ring e r of th e r e c e iving 
party's communications d e vic e ofter th e rec e iving party's communicationo devic e 
receive s - th e first incoming communications signal and aftor the receiving party's 
communications device activat e s the ringor to produce an initial audibl e alert; 

g e nerating a timed ring suppression signal, tho timed ring suppression signal 
op e rable to suppres s subs e qu e nt audibl e alerts of th e first incoming communications 
signal according to th e timing parameter; 

processing a second incoming communications signal from a second calling 
party's communications d e vic e to the receiving party's communications dovico; 

associating an incoming lin e id e ntification (ICLID) signal with tho second 
incoming communications signal; 

associating th e tim e d ring suppr e ssion profil e with the ICLID signal of th e s e cond 
communications signal, tho supplanted tim e d ring suppr e ssion profil e comprising at l e ast 
ono of (i) an identifier of a second calling party, (ii) a communications address associat e d 
with th e s e cond calling party's communications device, (iii) an id e ntifi e r of a second 
calling party's communications d e vic e , (iv) an al e rt preference for notifying th e rec e iving 
party's communications d e vice of the second incoming communications signal whilo the 
ring e r is suppressed according to th e timing parameter for notification of tho firot 
incoming communications signal; and 

generating a supplanted timed ring suppr e ssion signal, th e supplanted tim e d ring 
suppr e ssion signal operable to activate on audible alert of the second incoming 
communications signal while the ringer is suppressed according to tho timing parameter 
for notification of th e first incoming communications signal . 
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[cl4] (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, further comprising associating the first 
incoming communication to a profile th e st e ps of: 

communicating at l e ast on e of tho firot incoming oommunioationa aignal, the 
oooond incoming communications signal, the timed ring suppr e ssion s ignal, - and th e 
s upplant e d tim e d ring suppres s ion signal to tho receiving party's communications devic e ; 

allowing tho ringor of tho rec e iving party's communications device to produc e ?an 
initial audibl e al e rt; 

oupprooaing subs e qu e nt audibl e alortG of th e ringor according to th e tirnimg 
parameter for notification of tho firot incoming communications signal; and 

allowing th e ring e r of th e r e c e iving party's communications d e vic e to produce ian 
audibl e alert of th e s e cond incoming communications oignal according to th e supplanted 
tim e d ring suppression signal . 

[cl5] (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, further comprising retrieving a riming 
parameter that specifies the period of time of suppression th e s t e p of: 

presenting data aasociatod with at l e a s t one of the first incoming communicatioino 
signal, tho second incoming oommuniontiono signal, tho tim e d ring suppr e ssion signal, 
and th e s upplanted timed ring s uppr e s s ion signal . 

[cl6] (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, further comprising enabling alerts after 
the time period has passed whoroin tho timing param e t e r rang e s from approximately oho 
second to approximately two minutes . 

[cl7] (Currently Amended) The method of claim 43 15, wherein the timing parameter is greater 
than two minutes. 

: 
i 

[cl8] (Currendy Amended) A computer program product storin g computer-readable 
instructions for performing a method for timed ring suppression, the method comprising: 

receiving a first incoming communication: j 

j 

i 

I 

> 

i 

! 

■ ■ ! 
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producing a first initial alert of the first incoming communication: j 
suppressing subsequent alerts of the first incoming communication for a period) of 



time; 



receiving a second incoming communication during the period of time j of 
suppression: and 

producing a second initial alert of the second incoming communication while the 



subsequent alerts of the first incoming communication are suppressed 



a comput e r r e adabl e m e dium; and j 
a tim e d ring oupproooion program otored on the computer r e adabl e medium, fo e 
tim e d ring — suppr e ssion program produoing — on alert — of a — secondary incoming 

i 

communications — signal to — a communioationo — dovioo — whil e a — first — incoming 
communications signal to tho communioatioiiB devic e is tim e d ring ouppros s od . ! 
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